e Preface before t 
on the Church-Catechiſm,.. 
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#tuendz ſunt Lectiones quotidiane; Altera Mane, in Nove, vel Vet 
famento; Altera Veſperi, in Alters: Teflamtnto, cum, Explanati 
ernacula. Hunc Ritum eſe Antiquum, pro at & Res, & Feta 
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SHALL only acquaint the Publicł, pi 


* 


* 


that I Printed Two Editions of this Traft : 
in 1721. And there being a Call for # at 


% 


preſent, I have ventur'd to publiſh a Third. 
And the more freely, I confeſs, as not 
knowing there is any Thing elſe Extant on 


4 


c ſame Subject. 
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I am, &c. 
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N Diſuc FR? lately * Jin 45 

lic Company about the USEFUL- . 
NESS of LECTURERS, and one 
of the Gentlemen ſending me the fol- 


8 lowing Letter a few Days after, occaſiond the 
Writing of this Treatiſe i in Anſwer to it: And 
the Reaſon why it is Printed, is in Hopes it may 
. ao p ſome good to the Cauſe of. Nell gion in General, 


taking off the unjuſt Prejudices which many 


' have conceivd agamſt the Frequency of our 
reaching and to the Cauſe of 1 the Church of 
England in Particular, as a Hort Apology for 


Het Clergy and N 


wt truſt 1 bout printed His Grace of CAN. 


52 TERBURTY withthe Deference due to His high 
Station, Character and Abilities; and ſaid 
thing which can juſtly diſoblige any Perſon. 
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die I have ſaid more of my Brethren h. 
Dome may like, let em conſider the Neceſſity there 
18586 for ſaying it, in theſe Days of Witkeineſs, 

 .._ when ſo many Mercenary Pens are drawnagamſt 


Them, Harpen d by Hunger and Malice, and 
e Fa F „ ee make them the 

wt Filth of the World, and the Offscourmg of all 
Dings; tho the Blood of our Beſt Nobility fills 
© ſome of their Veins, the Blood of our Chief Gen- 
4 try many of em, and a Liberal Education 
Nl. 3 


T have regarded no-Ornaments or Embelliſh- 

ments, but left naked Truth to ſhift for it fel & 

I foreſee the Quotations will paſs over heavily; 

© but ſure Men are not always to Read for Plea- 

ſure, and Subjects muſt be taken as they can be 

| handled, not as we would wiſh em to be. And 

now I offer up my Hearty Prayers to God, that 

_ what is here Publiſh'd\may anſwer the Ends of - - 
„ in i 
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YO let yo u ſee 1, 


1 
As. 


„ », 
"MF EN 


am not ox Ai in my 


; own Cinteir, 1 here ſend you the 
Io very Words of. that Learned and 
W orthy Prelate, WILLIAM Lord 
f Biſhop. of , LINCOLN, in the Preface to his 


Commentary upon the Church-Catechiſm, di- 
reed to the Arch Deacons and Clergy of that 
e in the Third Edition, Pu blind 170 8. 
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1 How wife the Con tution « f our Church 
2 * this Reipett, as well as in its other Eſta- 
bliſhments, is, it woul Tbe needleſs for me 
do obſerve to * The Reaſon of the N 
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j ST I ADerexcs 
1 © jt ſelf if ſufficiently ſpeaks. it: For as 5 955 5 
3 « Sermon in the Morning, thoſe who are of 
5 -< Neuper Tears, and better Knowlege, in the | 

NM , << Goſpel of Chriſt, are edyficd and inſtructed; 3 

< ſo by teaching, and expounding the C atechiſm, # | 

| : « in the Afternoon, the Younger, and more Ig- ' | 

| « norant, (who are not yet capable of profit- 

* ing by Sermons) are informd and traind 

2 < up. with ſuch a Sort of Learning as is. ſuitable 


to their Age and Capacities. And yet, alas! 

cho has this prudent and uſeful Method been 
©, ©, <- flighted by many, and neglected by more ? 
And inſtead of theſe Catachetical Inſtituti- 

© gn, a Second Sermon been introducd for 


_» the Afternoon; and a new Sort of Teachers 


4 ſet up, under as new a Character, of Le- 


AK urers, to Preach it; and that (oftentimes) | 
ndndnot fo much to the real Benefit, as to the 
FPaancies and Inclinations of thoſe by whom 
c they are to be paid for it. I cannot ſay that 

1 4 this is altogether contrary to our preſent Eſta- 


b liſement, becauſe the laſt * Act of Unifor- 
= wo Wo has given Directions for the 3 


_—. <« and allowing of them: But ſure I am it is 
” « manifeſt Encroachment upon our good 0¹⁴ 
ky « Conſtitution, which knew no ſuch - Perſons, 
 ...-.: 


«© nor made any Proviſion for them. And the, 


an „ Reſult has been, that the Afternoon Sermon 
; EE & has almoſt quite on out the much better, 
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6, {IRON more profitable Exerciſe of Catec hi cin 


« which has both the Laws of the Realm nd 


Canons of the Church, on its Side; whereas 


ce the other has neither: And therefore if the 
4 Que muſt be allowed, I think the Yr at 
a raft; ou not be omitted. : 


50 


4 A ND in this I ſpeak: 1 not * my own 


. ene, but the Judgment of thoſe whoſe 
| © Opinions carry Authority, as well as Weight, 


“ with them. Such was that of * Arch. biſtop 


Sheldon, in the Year 1672, who by the Rings 


« Command requir'd his Suffragans To enforce 


_« the Excution of ſuch Laws and Conſtttutt- 


ons, as enabled them to enjoyn the Uſe, and 


< Excerciſe, of our Church-Catechiſm : Of F 
«-Arch-biſhop Sancroft, in the Year 1688, 


60 among whoſe ſeaſonable and wiſe Articles, . 


c 


N 


ſent to his Biſpops in a very Critical fun- 
« Hure, the Fourth was this: — That 


Children, and Youth of their Pariſhes, (as 
« 7he Rubric af the Common - Prayer - Book, 
e and the Fifty-Ninth Canon enjoyn) and fo 
« prepare them to be brought in due Time to 
Confirmation, when there ſhall be Opportu- 
« nity: And that they alſo, at the ſame Time, 


a, 


« expound the Grounds of Religion, and Com-- 


t mon 1 Chriſtianity, in the Method of the Cate- 
B 3 3 — 


7 W r — — 


* See his Letter of ho Year to the Biſhop of LoNDON. 


+ See his Articles recommended to the Biſhops, 7 ly 16. 1688. 


they (the Clergy) diligently Catechize the 


1 * 3 + * 
* 2 4 
« 3%. i . : 
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By « Chili, for * 3 ak A of the 
« whole Pariſh; teaching them what they are 
3 1% Believe, and what to Do, and hat 
o Pray for; and particularly, often. and 
8 garneſtly incultating upon them the In. 
5 and Obligation TY their mer 
8 ED 


111 Ml 


« Fu 1s was | that ak 4 and 1 Prelate; 


1 « thought neceſlary to recommend to the a! 7 


in tue Time of our utmoſt Danger, and as t 


© beſt Means to prevent the Growth of Pope-" 


« xy, then breaking in, like a Torrent upon us, 


« On every Side. And when his late Majeſty” | 
_ «< of Glorious Memory, had freed us from that 


Fear, yet ſtill He thought this Duty of ſo 


e much Importance, as. to gie it a particular 


4 Place in his * Injunctkions, {et forth for the 


« better Eſtabliſhment @; our Church | in the 


* Fear 1694. 


has R 8 to this, Sit, 0 ta was 
farther urgd againſt Lecturers, when we were 
e together, Sea very CIR e . 


| Tour Humbll "IN | 


* Injundtions, A. D. 1694, N. 14. | 


* 


2 5 
1 
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Jo Ur, 172 1 

. my — Clank Friend for this Letter; but 
cant think He is any more concern d in the 
Application of the Text he hints at, than Y 
ſelß or any other Perſon in Company, when I 
ſpoke it: For twas not directed particularly to 
Him, but brought in as an Obſervation upon 8 
Al when the Argument was over: And I take 
this Opportunity to aſſure him, that I never yet 
deſignedly call'd His /7/Jom in e e or ac- 
eus d at of C Ta" | 


17. HE vation, you rangi Hir, is very 

much tothe Purpoſe, conſidering how the Di 
pute ran: But, before J come to examin it, I 
beg you will indulge my taking a ſhort View. 
of the whole Prefaceyou have borrow'd it from, 
0 far as it relates to the Point in Hand. 


1 IS Lordſhip e in the former Part of 
this Preface, © That the * Lord Cromwel- be- 
“gan the Reformation, with requiring Mini- 
ters to teach Parents: and Maſters, and, by 
<. them, their Chi//aren and Servants, the Creed, 
£ the Lord's Prayer, and the Ten C ommand. 
| B 4 | * ments, 


——_— 8 


9 See his Injunct. 1536. Regt. Cran. F. 97, & 99; _ 


EGF — “emm.nmnun— 6 
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; : Pp "36 Dx E ＋ E N c E. e's 
«ments; Which was more than many A * 
„Clergy themſelves, in thoſe Days, were very 5 
= <well Fable to expound to them. [So that Ca- 
ccchizing was not in Faſhion 184 Years ago. 
About Eleven Years, after, (His Lordſhip tells 
© us) + King Edward the Sixth found it ne- 
4 ceſſary to repeat the very ſame Order in His 
Injunc tions: That every Holy- Day, when there 
Was no Sermon, the Parſons and Vicars ſhould, 
_ « after the 1 recite to their Pariſhioners, 
« the Pater-Noſter, Creed, and Ten Command. 
ments in Engliſo, to the Intent the People 
c might learn the fame; exhorting all Parents 
* and Houſeholders to teach their Children and 
6 Servants the ſame. [Which ſhews Catechi- 
Zing was not obſerv d, and poſtpon'd to Sermons, 
173 Years ſince.] When the Service- Book 
% was compil d about Two Tears after, a Cate- 
bh chiſm was inſerted into it; and the * Curate 
« enjoyn d, every Sixth Week, at the leaft, to 
<« teach and declare the Catechiſm, according 
to the Book of the ſame. But yet ſtill this 
« Work continued in the ſame State; nor was. 
« any Thing more done in it by Public Autho- 
 ia$ « rity, till about Four Years. after; when, 
4 4 together with the Articles of Religion, ano- 

6 5 ther Catechiſm was compos d, and -publiſh'd: 
1 in Latin, and all School. Maſters enjoyn'd 
8 by rhe Kings Command to inſtruct their 

3 « e 


& [1 
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＋ K. * VI. Injunct. 1547. * Burners Hit, 
8 | of the Reform. Vol. II. DS p. 22 85 
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6 -holars i in it. And here the compleat Mo- 
del of our Church. Catechiſin was firſt laid, 
« a ſhort Account of the Two Sacraments be- 
« ing added to the Creed, Lords Prayer, and 
« TenCommandments. ” CThis was done 167 
= Years paſt] © A Stop was put to this Exerciſe in 
bY 55 Marys Reign But when + Queen 
« Eljzabeth came to the Throne, ſhe return d 

4 to the ſame Order that Her Brother, King EA. 
« ward the VI. had eſtabliſſrd. She requird 
« the Parſons and Vicars, every Holy. Day, to 
<. recite the Creed, the Lord's Prayer, and Ten 
« Commandments in Engliſh, that their Pa. 
“ riſbioners might both learn themſelves, and 
& teach their CHilaren the ſame. And ſhe en- 
joynd them cvery Hohy- Day, and every Se- 
« cond Sunday in the Year, to hear and in- 


= 
. , oy 
„ 
ww 
by 7 


8 


. « ſtruct the Jouth of their Pariſh, for Half an 


Hour at leaſt, before Evening Pra yer, in theſe 
Three Points; and diligently to examin them, 
« and teach them the Catechifm ſet forth in 
« the Book of Public Prayer. ” [This was 
161 Years ago. And, what Obſtruction could | 
Lecturers have been hitherto to Catechizm 
Or, how much Older is our Conſtitution, in This 
Reſpect, than tis in That of Lecturers? And 
how ignorant were, not only Children, but Pa-. 
rents and Maſters, even of the Creed, Lord's 
Prayer, and Ten Commandments, till Lecturers 
culighten'd em: 
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e. Br ALE: Gee 1 15 only 8 
151 Years ſince] His Lordſhip informs us; © That 
< every Rector and Vicar- was oblig d, upon 
4 every Sunday, and Holy-Day, to ſpend Two | 
4 Hours after Dinnet in this Work --- ¶ But, what 
s This to Lecturers, and Afternoon Sermons? 
The Reckors and Vicars may do fo now, if they 
aſe.] This was recinforc'd in the Synod of 
< 1575, 1147 Years ago,] and confirm'd, as the 
other before had been, by the Queen Au- 
thority : : And when Arch-Biſhop Whit 2. 
underſtood that this profitable Exerciſe began, 
nevertheleſs, to be too much neglected both. 
by the Miniſters, and People he carneſtly te- 
quir d his Suffragans to give ſtraight Charge 
to Both; and to ſee that the C Hildren, and 
other Enoraut Perſons, were duly inſtructed 
and examin d in their Catechiſin, as by the 
« «Orders: of the Church they ought to be. C So 


that even only 129 Years paſt, Catechizing was 


hardly obſerv d, and does not appear to be en. 
joynd by = Act i ors: oy ] 


1 Pris: Matter was fincted again 6 Fa 
c Canons of 1604, [only 116 Years ſince] 
and ſevere Canonical Penaltics decreed againſt | 
* ſuch Miniſters, upon Complaint of Neglect 
in This Particular. But — the laſt ¶ Reviſi- 

ee 


Jer, ie Abt fe 


r 


N Spar. Col. p 1 
1166. See the Rubric 5; PN the Chur ch-Catechiſin, 


} 


"of Tre 1 


4 on of the BOOK of Commun Were, a | 
| 59 Years ago, when all Lectures were as 
much in Vogue as they are now, U when Ca. 


techi ing was firſt eſtabliſh'd effectually, and by 


Actof Parliament, There is (ome Change 
made as to the Time when this Office is to 


be perform d: For whereas before the Curare 


e Of every Pariſh was directed to inſtruct and 5 
« examine the Children of his Part before 


«| Evening-Prayer began; it is now appointed, 
< to be done in Time of Diume Service, im- 
« mediately after the Second Leſſon--- But ſtill, 


nas to the Subſtance of the N it remains | 


«as it dide eee STD 


4 2 * * t; 
, CR wo Fo 
2 7 ; Be 


An, if-/0,/ let : the Miniſters + ad a People 


Airs for the Neglect of This Duty, where it's 
neglected; the Lecturers being out of the Caſe, 
Tis certain They did not hinder Catechising 


much Before this Rubrick was made; and as 


certain, that the Etia&ors of it did not think 
They would hinder it for the Future; otherwiſe, 
They ought either to have laid Lecturers aſide, 


or cnjoin nd Catechiging at ſome other Hour. 
From All which it appears, that the real Pra- 


ctice of Catechizmg is no Older a Branch of 
our Conſtitution, than Lecturers; and that the 


one was never effectually carryd on, till after 


the Other was eſtabliſn d. For theſe Reaſons, 


and no Other, J have made the foregoing Re. 5 


marks; ad not with the leaſt View of depreci- 


= ating | 


{ , . Deen, 5 
” * * 4 > \ WY . 5 oY ug! - 
; 44 3 * We 8 Wop. Ay 
: 8 þ * N * . n 
. * * * 5 » » . WY 
"l..* 5 "4 e 


+ 


= 
- © a+ — - 
ccc 
— — — 
— 72 2 + + ** 
3 © . 9 y 
* — Y 


— 
— 2 > — — =_ 
. — 3 — 
— rns, . — 
5 = horn. 6 n 
Bar - | ; . 5 x 
- 4 YL I* 
- - * A 
w 
” 


12 e 


WY" 45 N 
. % 
I W 
3 
0 
5 


ating or W "a,0% a the excellent Inſtirurion | 
M CNV. © . ; 
n ND, that Both il theſe ſe Cuſtoms are e ent 
with each other, and uſeful, His Lordſhip Him- 
ſelf is pleas d to on, in the very next Period 
to the Quotation you have made from Him 
Our Preſent Moſt Reverend Metropolitan, in 


< His Circular Letter, 169 5, thus prudently re- 


4 coneild the Diſcharge of This Duty, with the 
60 Manners and Humours of the Times; by di- 

« recting his Suffragans to recommend it to 
c their Clerg 5 ſince hey muſt Preach, (after 
having examin'd the Children in their Cate- 
chiſm, as the Rubrick requires,) © to Preach in 
« the Afternoon upon Catechetical Heads; 

both that the People may be the better root: 


ed and grounded in the Faith, and wa 8 2 


« from n Orher Aſſemblies. 


I come now to your Raben, Poſſe Sir: 
But, ſhall give you the late Dr. Edwards's 
Thoughts upon it, (tho I think them too rough 
and unmannerly, ) as expreſs d in the Beginning of 
his Preacher,beforel offer my own.---< There are 
< thoſe (fays he) who would haveCazechizing 
« exclude all Sermons, and accordingly tfley 
« {© extol and advance the One, as to 
* bring the Other into Diſrepute: Whereas 
the true Way is to maintain and keep up the 
* Credit af Bath: The One being neceſſary for 
< thoſe of younger Years, and the Other for 


« < lach, 
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fach as are of ſome Maturity. He goes on 
I confeſs I wonder d to meet with ſuch a Paſ- 


ſage as This in a * Learned Mriter of our 


Church: I am confident,. ſaith he, that would 


all Sorts of Perſons but duly attend upon 
theſe Inſtructions (ice. Catechetical Exerciſes 
which he before mention d) they uu reap 


a more ſubſtantial Benefit by them than from 
thoſe other Exerciſes which have, I know not 


: how, ſo univerſally crept into the Place of them. 
One would not have imagin d that a Perſon of 
His Character ſhould venture to utter ſuch un- 


adviſed Words, for they can be thought to be 
no leſs, ſeeing they caſt ſuch a Contempt upon 
thoſe Religious Exercites, vig. Sermons, which 


are ſo conſtantly Preachd not only by his 
* Brethren, but by himſelf, and are duly at- 
tended upon by Underſtanding and Pious 


Chriſtians. If Sermons be crept into the Place 
of Catechiging, it is by the Allowance of 
the Governors of the Church, and therefore 


this Worthy Writer could not truly ſay, he 


knew not how. But if he was reſolyd to ſay 
any Thing of this Matter, he might have ſaid 
this with Treat and Reaſon, that Catechizing 


and · Pulpit- Diſcourſes have their different Ule 
and Place, and ſo are conſiſtent ; and there- 


fore tis unreaſonable and abſur d that One 


c ſhould e out the Gen 2 


„ * „— 


8 D: Wake's Pref. to his 9 on the Chürch-Catechilm. 8 
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1 0 708 digg Sir, that your Quotation was 
very pertinent; but think it ſhould not imme: 
diately affect the Lecturers of this Town : Be- 
cauſe, when His Lordſhip wrote the ſaid Pre- 
face to His Arch. Deacons and Clergy, he was 

Biſhop of Lincoln, and gave it as Advice to the 

. Clergy of that Dioceſe. And, if ſo, His Lord- 
ſhiphad no great Occaſion to find Fault with Le. 
— there being ſo few in that whole Coum- 
ty, and in all the Counties under His large Epiſ. 
copal Care. And as little Reaſon was there to 

diſcourage Sermons by the Incumbents in After. 
naons; ſince ſo very few Churches in the Coun: 
try have em, or indeed ſo much as Prayers. If 
we therefore take His Lordſhip, as Writing to 
His Own Clergy, one would imagine His Mean- 
ing to be, Fürſt, A kind Apology to the People, 
for the Clergy s not Preaching /wice on Sunday's, 

Which 9ſt Pariſhes very cagerly covet: And, 
Secondly, A modeſt Inſinuation to theClergy, that 

they ought to read Prayers and nn at _ 
on wc in the Aftctnoon. OY 


! 


Bur, Sir, 7 you conceive His is Lordſhip in- 
tended this Paragraph as a ¶ ipe upon the London- 
Lecturers, as you probably do by ſending it thus 
to me, I ſhall beg Leave to obſerve, that the Whole 
of His Lordſhip's Complaints againſt em ſeems to 
be compriz d under Three Heads, which Iſhall 
endeavour to Anfe Wer. 


AND 
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« inoduc 4 Us hs. — —— and a new Sort 


of Teachers ſet up, under as new a Character, 
of Lecturers, to Preach it, is a manifeſt En- 
croachment upon our good ON Conſtitution, 
which knew no Such Perſons, neren * 
fe nee fot Them, 0 


Cd. fc Thar the Reſult has bom, chat 


- Ad ND, T. aura, 8 That new 7. eachers 

and. Lecturers Preach (oftentimes) not ſo much 
to the real Benefit, as to the Fancies and Incli- 
nations of Thoſe * whom They at are to be paid 8 


' Wan His Lordſhip means, Sir, in His F3r/f 


the Afternoon Sermon has almoſtquite thrown 
out the much better, and more profitable Ex- 
 ercile, of Catechiging; which has both the 
Laws of the Realm, and the Canons of 
the Church, on its Side; 5 whereas the other has 
5 ae. | 


lor it. fo ro 18952 ey 


Complaint, by our good O Conſtitution, by in- 


veighing againſt an Encroachment upon it, and 


ſaying Lefturers have neither the Laus of the 


Realm, nor the Canons ofthe Church, on Their 


Side, I cannot imagine; ſince He acknowledges, in 
the ſame Section, That he cannot ſay that Le. 
« Curers are altogether contrary to our Preſent E. 
0 eee becauſe the laſt Act of U niformity 


P * 13; Car. 11. re IV. S. 19, Cc. 
: 12S 


Realm? If the Law of the Land obliges Biſhops 


to Allow and Licenſe Lecturers, what better 


Eſtabliſhment can they have, exceptthe making 
a legal Proviſion for em, which tis their Mif- 
fortune yet to want? But ſure their ry TY 
ought not to be imputed to em as their Crime! pF: 

I have alen ſhewn, Sir, | aki en His Land: 
ſhip 's own Words, that the real Practice of Ca. 


e is no Older a Branch ofour Conſtitution 


than Lecturers, they being Both eſtabliſh'd by 


Law together in 1660. But, tho I. date the 


Commencement of Lectures ſo low, yet many 


of em are much Ancienter, and Older than our 
Conſtitution it ſelf in this Reſpect. I grant, that 
moſt of the Lectures in this City took their Riſe 


in the laſt Century: Yet. the Evening Lecture 


on Friday, at St. Michael Royal, was founded 
and endow'd in 15893 as were alſo Three 
Lecture-Sermons at St. " Michael.C ornhill 300 


Years ago, Two of which to be Preachd on 


Sundays after Evening-Prayers, and the Third 
on C ika. Day at the ſame Hour. I for- 


| bee ſeveral Other Inſtances, becauſe the very 


Firſt of the Canons, made in the Firſt Year 


of the Reign of King James I. 1603, menti- 


ons Lecturers more than once; and the Learned 
A. ' I e. 


« has given Directions for on 13 ing, n+ 

Allowing of them. Are all ne Acts of Par- 
| Lament then Encroachments upon our Ol 
Conſtitution? Is not ſuch an Act a Law of our 
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| Dx. Gibſon tells us in his. Codex, That this 
% Canon is taken from the Injunctions of * 


LE: VIII, publiſted! in 1536. ee e 


4 a 


aft * TE 


8 o that theſe New. Rae 4 are not 


of ſo Modern a Date in this Town, as perhaps 
you took them to be; and, it you trace them to 


the Original, they will appear to be no Vounger 


than Chriſtianity, it ſelf; For no Employment 


| of the Clergy. being of more general Uſe than 


| Preaching, our Saviour places it firſt in His Com- 
_ miſſion to, the Apoſtles, and ſends em forth to 
Preach, and not to Pray, as the Ordmation of 
Miniſters now runs. And, as Chriſt and His 


Apoſtles took all Opportunities of Preaching, 


and gave themſelves continually to the Miniſtry 
of the Word: So St.Chryſoſtom, St. Auſtin, St. 
| Ambroſe, St. Origen, St. Baſil, and other famous 
Lights of the Church, Preach'd not only Twice 
upon the Lord's-Day, but on other Days of the 
Week, and often, for many Days together, cſpe- 
YG cially. in Lent, (in Imitation of which our Lent- 
Preachers are appointed) as appears from their 
| Sermons, andother Writers. They had ſtated Ser- 
| monsonThurſdays and Saturdays in the Churches 
| of Alexandria, which were ſet up by Origen. St. 
| Chryſoſtom intimates, that he Preach d Thrice a 
Week, defends and applaudstheCuſtom of Preach- 


ing on Sundays in the Afternoon as uſeful and 
neceſſary, and there are many Re oofs extant. | 


in his Afternoon Tractates and Jomilies to 


People for 1 not frequenting them. Biſhopsthen 


C Preach d 


% 


18 ADrrxxce” 
Preach'd conſtantly, and were enjoyn d 0 to do: 
Nay, poſfibly, every Day, as well as Commu- 
nicated. At firſt, Preaching was reſery'd as a 
Peculiar of the Biſhops, eſpecially in Cathedral- 
Churches: And fo both the Latin and Greek 
Fathers made Comments and Sermons Juice 
every Sunday. But this Function was very carly 
requir'd of Presbyters; and, in Cities, and greater 
Churches, they Preach'd Forenoon and After- 
noon, ' and ſeldom an Holy-Day paft without 
à Sermon, which Cuſtom our Univerſities and 
Cathedrals now copy. This was the Practice 
of the Chriſtian Church in 55 pureſt Times. 


VET Learning falling whih the nen | 
55 and perfectly decaying in the Sixth 
Century among the Gauls, there was little or 
no Preaching in the Weſtern Church for 500 
Years together, as Surius tells us: Upon which, ſuch 
Ignorance and Irregularities enſu d, that Preach- 
ing was ſet up in the Country- Pariſbes in the 
French Church, and an Order made for it in the 
Council of Vaiſon. But ſtill, as Popzſh Mals 
prevail'd, this Exerciſe grew out of Date: And 
what Stupidity and Wickedneſs reign'd in the 
Tenth Age, Bellarmin and Baronius acquaint 
us; and therefore the Council of Frullo made 
a Canon to promote Daily Preaching. But, for 
all this, it was almoſt extinct before the Refor- 
mation; and, where 'twas usd, fabulous and ro- 
mantick Stories were the chief Subjects of Prea- 

chers, 


W Lot ofa. T9 


chers of which Eraſinus, and Faber, and Hot. 
tinger, and many other Learned Men, have 
made too juſt Complaints: Nay, there are no Ser- 
mons of latter Ages, before the Dawning of the 
Reformation, worth Reading; and the beſt in An- 
tiquity would hardly do not. In ſuch groſs Dark- 
| Heſs and Error were we! And Ignorance is the 
natural Conſequence of Want of Preaching, as 
may be ſeen now in the vaſt Kingdom of Ruſſia, 
WHEY they have Sermons but Wice a Year. 


Bur the Reformation viſa with Frequen- 
cy of Preaching, which vaſtly furthered the Pro- 
teſtant Cauſe. Martin Luther, who broke the 
I cee, was a conſtant Preacher, and far from thinkin 
Afternoon Sermons Unneceſſary, or Novel, as his 
own Sermons ſhew: And he declares his Thoughts, 
in this Caſe, to Nicolas Hauſman, a German Bi- 
ſhop, anda Friend to the Reformation, as expreſs d 
in our Title- Page. And are not the 4rms which 
got us the Victory ſtill fir for our Defence? Are 
not theſe Authorities of the Fathers, and of this 
great Reformer, ſufficient to convince the World, 
that Preaching Fore and After Noon is a Practice 
much older than the Exgliſb Puritans ? So that 
| Afternoon Sermons are not only Ancient, but 

Regular, and according to the Order of our pre- 
ſent Church. We find Luther Preachd Twice 
on ſundry Holy Days; and the Rubrick after the 
Nicene Creed ſuppoſes the Intervention of a 
Sermon, or Homily, Oy — Day. -- And 

C 4 where 


1 Were 
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. E RE is the Gan Reafon for frequent. Ser- 
mons now -- And therefore the Ack of Unifor- 
mity ſays, Car. 11. 14, © That the Mercy, Fa. 
« your, and Bleſſing of Almighty God, is in 
« no wile ſo readily and plentifülly poured, as 
« by Common-Prayer, due uſing of the Sacra- 
ments, and often Preaching of the Goſpel, 
„ with Devotion of the Hearers. And, God 
be praiſcd, ſo great is the. Company of Preach- 
ers among us, that no Nation abounds more in 
this Bleſſing than Ourſelves. So that, I may fay, 
the State of the Preſent Church, in this Reſpect, 
is happier than that ofthe Ancient Church : And 
Ihop c the Scarcity of Preaching before the Re- 


e is What e we, nor our Children, 
ſhall ever feel! | | 


| 11 18 OE: was very well acquainted with 
all this: And therefore 1 conceive,Sir,that He was 
far from intending to reflect upon the Frequency 
of Preaching in the Primitive Church, or in our 
Own now; but that He alludes to thoſe Le- 
Fures, which were firſt ſet up in the Days of 
Anarchy and Violence, by cruel and unreaſona- 
ble Men, to Preach againſt the Court, and had 
the greateſt Treaſons in Nomine Donuni, hatch'd 
at them, A * Noble Author, tells nus, That 
wel hl 5 Mt. 
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« Mr. Henry Burton was à Miniſter and LeQtue 


rer of London, after he had been Cloſet. Keeper | 
« to King Charles I. when Prince of Wales; up- 


c on what baſe Motives he turn'd Lecturer, and 
% how ſcandalouſly he behavd himſelf after- 

| < Wards: But was that the Fault of the Lef#- 
rer, or of the Man? Or, are Lecturers to be more 
blam d for this ſingle Inſtance, than Miniſters are, 


& Who were ſoover:run with Treaſon andRebel- 


lion, that they preſented a Declaration, Sign d 


by ſeveral Hundreds of the Miniſters of London 
c and the Countries adjacent, to the Houſe of 
« Commons, againſt the whole Government of 
« the Church. The ſame Incomparable Hiſto- 
rian farther acquaints us, * * That St. Antholms 
ce was u Place in thoſe Times made famous by 
4 ſome Seditious Lecturer, when the Scottiſß 
4% Commiſſioners came to London; and that That 

Church was aſſign d to them for their De- 
« votions: But, ſince Henderſon, and ſome of 

their own Chaplains, ſtill Preach'd there af- 
e terwatrds, and on Sundays from Morning till 
« Night, (tho' the whole Service in the Primi- 


cc 


A 


tive Church laſted not above two Hours, as St. 


Chryſoſtom often declares in his Sermons) let 
them anſwer for their own Ribaldry and Non- 
ſence, and the Tumults and Riots they occa- 
ſion d: For ſure the Engliſh are not to anſwer 
for that! And, ſhall a — Inſtance of a vile 
1 aper, without a Name, caſt a blacker Shade 
5 * 7. + di upon 
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upon all Lecturers now, than the Baſe and In- 


famous Practices of Hundreds of Rectors, whoſe 


Names are not yet forgotten, does upon Re- 
cars? Yet, if theſe Men ran in His Lord ſhip's 
Mind when He writ this Paſſage, and fir d His 
pious Breaſt with Reſentment, I confeſs He had 
juſt Reaſon to think em range Teachers, un- 
known to our good old Conſtitution, and ſuch as 
deſerved no other Proviſion to be made for em, 
than That which I care not to name. 11 


Bu r the Second Complaint againſt Lecturers 
is, cc That the Reſult has been, that the AF 
cc fernoon Sermon has almoſt quite thrown out 
cc the much better, and more profitable Exerciſe, 
« of Catechizing ; which has both the Laws of 


c the Realm, and the Canons of the Church, on 


« jts Side; whereas the other has neither. 


Tas Charge againſt Lecturers, with Re- 
gard to the Kingdom in general, might well have 


been ſpar d; ſince they are ſo far from having 
thrown out the much better Exerciſe of Cate. 


chixing, that there is ſcarce one in an Hundred 
Churches in this Nation which has Afternoon 


- Sermons: So that the Neglect of Catechiging 
cannot lie at the Lecturers Doors. 


H1s Lordſhip very well obſerves, Sir, That 
ce the Conſtitution of our Church, in his Re- 
ce ſpect, is wiſe: For as by the Sermon in the 
« Morning, thoſe who are of riper Tears, and 
En. | | better 


<p 
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Ws better Knowledge, in the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
« are Edifyed and Inſtructed; fo by teaching; and 
« expounding the Catechiſm, in the Afternoon, 
_ « the. Younger, and more Ignorant, (who ate 
* not yet capable of profiting by Sermons) are 

e inform'd_ and train d up with ſuch a Sort of 
« Learning as is ſuitable to their Age and Ca- 
ce pacities. And yet, alas! how has this prudent 
e and uſeful Method been — by many , and 
F nadie den by more ? : | 


I am as ſorry as His Lordſhip can \ be, that Ca- 
techizing i is ſo much ſighted and neglected; but 
can't think Afternoon · Sermons are the Occaſion 
of it in the Country, becauſe there is hardly any 
ſuch Thing throughout the whole Nation. Ihear- 
tily wiſh that His Lordſhip's Advice could fo far 
prevail upon the Country. Clergy, as to induce 
em (not to forbear Preaching, for certainly there 
is no Need of that, but) to do ſomething becom- 
ing their High Character and Chriſtian Office on 
Sundays in the Afternoon. | With His Lordſhip's 
Leave, Iſhould be glad it was only Reading Pray- 
ers; gladder, there was a Sermon annext to it; 
but gladdeſt, if a little Catechizing and Expound- 

ing were adjoin d. I wiſh again, tho tis only 
a Wiſh, that this Method was obſervd, where 
conveniently it may, to fruſtrate His Lordſhip's 
Complaints againſt Lecturers, and to anſwer, 
and more than anſwer, © the wiſe Conſtitution 
5* of our 9 in this „ e 
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Draven 


x ou ae cen dready bir ow ith His "#08 
ſhip 's own Anthority, that our Church orderd 
1 Children to be Catechiſed upon Sundays and 
=. Holy-Days, as often [only] as Need required; 
which the Firſt Common-Prayer-Book of King 
Edward VI. explained to beonce in Six: Wecks: 
You have ſeen, that the Injunctions of Queen Eli. 
zabeth enjoynd it to be done on every Holy- 
Day, and Second Sunday in the Lear: And, I 
aſſure you, that in all the Common- Prayer- 
Books, till the 44% Review, it was order d to 
be done Half an Hour before Evening - Song; 
that is, as the 59th. Canon explains it, & the Mi- 
<_ niſter ſhould, for Halfan Hour, before Evening- 
« Prayer, examine and inſtruct the Youth, and 
<« Ignorant Perſons of his Pariſh, in the aaa 
ba 5 | 
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1 am reſoly d to give you all you can wiſh or; 
Sir; and therefore I throw in one of the Ru- 
| | bricks at the End of the Catechiſm, which ſays, 
| That the Curate of every Pariſh ſhall diligent- 
| ce ly upon Jundays and Holy-Days, after the 
| « Second Leſſon at Evening- Prayer, openly in 
| * the Church inſtru& and examin ſo many Chil- 
4 | c dren of his Pariſh ſent unto him, as he ſhall 
1 4 think convenient, in ſome Part of this Cate- 
=! « chiſm And the 59th Canon, as I haye juſt 
| [ « ſaid, enjoinsevery Parſon, Vicar, and Curate, 

| 

| 

| 


— 
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« upon every Sunday and Holy-Day, for Half 
c an Hour before Evening · Prayer, to Examine 
cc « and 


* 


— 


and Inſtruct the Youth and Ignorant Perſons 
C of his Pariſh i in the men under 
ce ſevere Penalties. e | ö 
25 £12777 © 034 1 At ROM. ' 11 
1 THESE K I own; are 0 far Sis 
being comply d with now,” that the Duty of 
Catechiſmg is relerv'd chietly: for Lent, in Imita⸗ 
tion of the Primitive. Church. But,” pray, Sir, 
are the Canons themſelves, as the King's Letters 
Patents direct, Read once very Lear, upon 
* ſome Sundays or Holy Days, in the After 
4 noon, before Divine Service, the one Halfone 
* Day, and the other another Days by» ever) 
4 Miniſter, in the Church or Chapel where h 
«hath Charge? 1 ſhould be glad the Canons 
were obeyed i in every Reſpect, both by. Clergy 
and Laity; tho they 1 in any! Anct tis 
with Reluctance that I mention the 60th Ca. 
non, which relates to Confirmation by Biſhops, 
becauſe every Body knowshow wellT hey obſerve 
- jt--- But chuſe to draw a Veil here. Yer; after all, 
tis plain, with Reſpect to the Nation, that Af- 
EAI docs not 2 Catechi 


ang. 


Bur if you are reſoly'd, Sir, as. 1 BO 
hend you are, to confine His Lordſhip's Ani- 
madverſions upon Lecturers wholly to this City, 


1 beg you will indulge the following Apoleg, * 
for 1 


AND 
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A Derancs. 
And here you will obſerve, Sir, that the 
Sunday Afternoon Lectures of this Town need 

not throw out the Exerciſe of Catechi 
whether Incumbents do ſo Conly] ſo often 2s 
Need requires, or once in dix Weeks, or on every 
other Sunday, ſuppoſing the Pariſh is very Large 
and Populous, or upon every Sunday and Ho. 
Pen according to the Rigour and Letter of 
the Law : Becauſe all this might be done, not- 
withſtanding our Lectures! Was it done when 
there was no ſuch Thing? Or, are you ſure it 
would, if Lectures were aboliſh'd} But, to:fay 
no more of em; might not Catechiſing and 
Expoundi ng be perform d N0w, as the Nubrir 
in the Old Common Prayer - Book runs, and the 
Sgth Canon. interprets it, “ For Half an Hour 
© before Evening - Prayer, for all our After- 
noon Sermons? Or, ſince the Church, ac- 
cording to our beſt Commentators, enjoins Ca. 
techiſing only ſo often as Need requires; 


and Holy days are allotted for that Purpoſe as 


well as Sundays; are there not Holy. days enow 
in the Year to anſwer that End ? Eſpecially, when 
the Weeks of Lenz are added to em? They 
Catechiſeevery Thurſday at three a Clock in the 
Afternoon at St. Fames's; and perhaps His 


Lordſhip, when Miniſter there, Piouſly and _ 
K 15 inſtituted chis Cuſtom, 


'Trosz who are of Rider Tears, and 
better Knowledge in the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
are not n Edify d "MA Inſtructed by the 
Sermon 


in the Afternoon, for the Benefit of the Wunger 


— — — 22 — eons 0 
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| Sermon in the Morning, becauſe many of them are 
ſo careleſs as not to attend it: And tho the Cate- 
_ chiſmisnot Taught and Expounded every Sunday 


and more Ignorant; yet I cannot from hence 
infer, that they are uncapable of profiting by 
Sermons, and that ſuch a Sort of Learning may 
not be ſo adapted as to be ſuitable to their Age 
and Capacities, and fit to train em up in a Cn | 

ſtian Method. £ 


A N D, ince I happen to be 3 
concern d in this Diſpute, I beg, for once, 
Sir, that you will indulge me in mentioning 
your anworthy Friend as a Proof of what J 
advance: For, you may pleaſe to remem- 
der, that I have been about Seven Years Lectu- 
rer of your Pariſh ; and, as you are a conſtant 
Frequenter of the Church, I doubt not but you 
are ſenſible that my Diſcourſes have chiefly 
turn'd upon the Creed, the Lord's-Prayer, the 
_ Commanaments, the Sacraments, and the other 
Fundamental Points laid down in the CHurch. Ca- 
techiſin: And ſure I am, that many other 
Gentlemen in my Station purſue the ſame Courſe. 
And, if the Old and the Toung, the Hſe and 
the Ignorant, are thus reminded and inſtructed 
together by Afternoon Lectures, What is 
their Crime? Hard Words, High-flown Phraſes, 
and Quaint Expreſſions, are now quite diſcarded 
by all Preachers of Senſe in this Town. Their 
Method is ſo Plain and Natural, their Stile ſo 
Eaſy and Familiar, and yet ſo Courtly , that the 

| Bell, 
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Beſt Cpibities may generally hear wich Pleaſure, he 


and the Worſt with Inſtruction. And here I 


have a juſt and proper Handle, if 1 was deſirous 


of cxtvlling my own Order, and capable of do- 
ing it, tö pay the Zng/ſh- Clergy the great- 
eſt and trueſt Compliment that was ever made 
toa Profeſſion --- But I forbear it, and only requeſt 
you to read over the Sermons of that Learned 
and Pious Prefate, whom you have drawn into 
this Diſpute, and tell me, whether there is any 
Thing to be met with among the Writings of the 
Ancients, or among all the Foreign Modern Di- 
vines of the Chriſtian World, comparable to 
em, in the Reſpects I have hinted: And hence 
I would — that if the moſt Toung and Ig. 
norant, as well as the Older and Miſer, do not 
profit by Afternoon. Sermons, tis not the Fault 
of the Lectures, but of the Lecturers. 


Bur I entirely agree with His Lordſhip, 
in thinking, © That if F Leffidies muſt be allow'd; 
< Catech! iſe ng, at leaſt, ſhoyld not be omitted. 
And ſo far is it from being omitted, (I write it 
with Pleaſure and Triumph) within the Baile of 


Mortality, where almoſt all the Lectures of this 


Nation are, that, I believe, the Preſent Genera- 
tion of Children, both Rich and Poor, can 
give a much better Account of their Faith and 
Catechiſm, than either the Children in the Pri- 
mitive Ages could, or all thoſe who have been 


before em ſince the Eſtabliſhment of Chriſtia- 


nity I us; thoſe, ö who livd be- 
fore 


, > COR EDA ²˙ - 


bens 
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fore Lectures were in Faſhion; and that the 
Children, within his Compaſs, would, upon 
Trial, be found far to excel all Orhers in 
Great. Britain, where Lectures no Way hinder 
their Inſtruction: Tho, even in moſt Parts of 


the Country, the Joung are not ſo Ignorant as 
Nr us d to be a few Years 280. 


Tarts Happy Improvement, 1 own, Sir, 15 
in a great Meaſure, owing to our Charity-Schools, 
which ought never to forget the vaſt Obligati- 
ons they are under to His GRACE of 
Canterbury. To them is it owing, that our Poor 
Children are train'd up in the Fear and Nurture 
of the Lord, and raught to give a: better Ac- 
count of their Faith than the Pries of this 
Nation formerly could: For che chief Deſign 
of this Charity is, after they have learnt to 


Read, to ground em in the Church - Cate- 
chiſm. 77 59 © "P3001 


) 


Ap, that our Young Nobles and Gentry, 
and others of the Better Sort, are not. wanting 
in this Reſpe&, whatever ill Uſes they make of 
a good Education afterwards, is to be attributed 
(and with Honour and Gratitude)! to the Chri- 
ſtian Care and Induſtry of thoſe Gentlemen 
who have the Tuition and Forming of them. 
And, tho many worthy and learned Lay 
Men are employ d in this Work, and diſcharge 
their great Truſt in all Reſpects, yet I can- 
not forbear congratulating my Country, that 
A Our 
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our Principal Schools are filled by ſome of our 
Chief Clergy; and moſt others, by thoſe of Fi- 
gure and Reputation, who do, 'as they aremore 
particularly bound, make C atechizing as conſtant 
and eſſential a Part of their Scholars Exercife 
and Duty, as any other whatſoever. For which 
Reaſon, I ſuppoſe, the. 78th Canon enjoins 
« Carates, deſirous to teach Schools, to be Li- 
4 censd before Others: And the 79th Canon. 
< obliges all School-Maſters to teach their Chil- | 
« * dren the W | per, 


8 UT, ſhould you * me, Sir, that, tho Hieh 
* Low, one with another, are thus ſo well 


vers d in our Caatechiſin, yet tis no Thanks to 


the Lecturers; 1 anſwer, That, if this excellent 
End is attain'd by juſt and honeſt Methods, tho 
otherwiſe than our Church orders, and that 
Time is ſpent in the Service of Religion, which 
ſhould be taken up in this Labour, She has Rea- 
ſon to Rejoice, and no Man to. Complain, But 
the conſtant Catechizmy twice or thrice a Weck 
every Lent in all our Churches, and the fre- 
quent Catechizimgs which are each Lord's -Day, 
and oftner, in this Town, ſhould not be ſo far 
forgotten, as to make you think the Cierg) dif- 
2 the Rubrics and Canons, and neglect the 
of © training up Children in the 12 50 


2 they ſhould go. 


I profeſs ths higheſt Deference, Sir, to the 
Judgment and 3 of His Grace's two In- 
comparanic ; 


of er ul ke. 32 
comparable Predeceſſors, whom He is pleasd to 
quote; and alſo for His Own, which will 2 
carry with me Authority and Weight: But, 
after all, muſt beg to be excus d from thinking, 
that what Arch-biſhop Sheldon, in 1672, and 
Arch-biſhop Kuma, in 1688, how Seaſon- 
able and Wik ſoever the Articles might be which 
5 ſent to their Biſbops, That the Clergy 

ould diligently Catechize the Children, and 
1 « Tough of their Pariſhes, (as the ' Rubric of 
e the Common-Pra zyer-Book, and 59th Canon 
e enjoin) much affects our preſent Lecturers: 
Becauſe theſe Injunctions were ſent to the 
Biſhops, from ee tothe Incumbents, (not the 
Lecturers) and, if they were not obey d, muſt the 
Lecturers anſwer for it? Was there no Time in 
the whole Week to Catechiſe, but upon one 
particular Half Hour on Sunday in the Afternoon! 
Or, could they not order their Lecturers, if 
they did not think fit to do it themſelves, to 
perform it after the Second. Leſſon? But, as 
Critical as ever that Fncture was, no ill Ef. 
fects enſu d for Want of Catechiæing: For the 


Criſis was too ſhort to admit of that. The 


Good Metropolitan, no Doubt, thought there 
was a King over Him, who might Reign many 
Tears, and ſo, by his Zeal and Authority, ſe- 
duce: Multitudes to the Errors of Popery; which 
inclin'd Him to look ſo far forward, as totake: 
Care of the ſucceeding Generation, and to ſe- 
g cure it by conſtant » But ſo it hap- 
| by | | pen , 


pen'd, that the Then preſent. 1 Was 


that it will ever be ſo, in this Nation, in 
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Catechi d, as to take away all his Grace's Feays 
of Popery. Nor indeed can] think Catechiſin 's 5 
was then the propereſt Method of Defence, Fan 


Caſes: For then, the one Side will have. 5 
the Children to Diſcipline, whilſt the o7hgr has 


the Men. Such Violent Meaſures, and, Criti- 


cal Funftures, ſeldom laſt long here; dtherc- 
fore, I conveive, that Preachmg, even = 
Preaching, is of much more Service at uch Times 
than Carechizing --- Tho 1 agree, Hat . 


7 not be wholly omitted. 


I HAVE hitherto poſſpou a the 3 
Point to be anſwerd under this Head, which 
is, „That Lecturers have neither the Laus of 


„ the Realm, nor the Canons of the Church, on 


their Side: But I ſhall make it appcar to you, 
Sir, that they have both. 


TRE All of Uniformity, Car. II. 14. places 


Lecturers: inthe beſt Company among theC/ergy, . 


by the ſame Authority, and obliges em to ſub- 


ſcribe the ſame Declaration, not only with Re- 


crors, but-alſo with Deans and Canons, and 
Maſters of Colleges. And, after ſuch Subſcri- 
ption is made, as the Act requires, every Lectu- 
rer ſhall procure a Certificate under the Hand 
and Seal of the reſpectiye Arch-biſhop, Biſhop, 
or Ordinary of the Dioceſe; Who are thereby 

engjoin d 


— —— a — m — 
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cid ed upon Demand, to make ana 
deliver the ſame - So that hey are not left to the 5 | 
meer Mercy of Biſhops, or Arch-biſhops ;but are 
to be admitted in the ſame Manner, and deprivd 
for the ſame Reaſon, with their Berrers, Nay, 
Lecturers are mention'd far oftner in this Act 
than any other Sort of Clergymen. There are 
Five Sections together ſpent upon them; and 
the very Sermons before the Unzver/itzes, (of 
which there are Three a Week, beſides Sunday, 
at One of them,) ate here call d Lectures. 
Stat. 17. Car. II. Cap. 2. Lecturers are menti- 
ond again, put upon the ſame Foot, and under 
the ſame Penalties, with Parſons and Vicars, W 
aceoriling, to the Kat. 14. Car. II. ws 44 4 


 Tro Fs Sir, were far worle Men 
Sixty Years fiace, than they are now, in many 
ReſpeRs, yet you ſee what Opinion the Legi- 
a flature had of them. The chief Obligation laid 
them, indecd, in theſe Srarures, was, haet 
they ſhould not be Rebels; which is ſo far from - 
being a Compliment to the Lecturers of that I 
Time, that it rather ſhews their Umworthineſs, L 
and the Diſtruſt the Government had of em; 
and not without Reaſon, the old Leaven of 
Malice and Wickedneſs being not then worn | 
out. But, if the Legiſlature thought * em worthy . - 9 
of ſuch Privileges then, what do they deſerve | 
now? Now, when a Spirit of Hucerity and 
Truth and Loyalty reigns among em? Now, . | 
when all the Reaſons of ſuſpeRting, or diſliking 1 
D 1 
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4 are 1 away; and all the Reaſons the 


Supream Powers had then in View for cſtabliſh+ 


ing them, with many additional Ones, ſtill re- 


main? So that I cannot apprehend what His 


Lordſhip means by ſaying, Lecturers are not 
wholly contrary to our Preſent Eſtabliſhment, 
ſince they are eſtabliſhd by Acts, of Parlia- 
ment. 


S 0 far are Xe” Sir, from being con- 
trary to the Laus of the Realm. And judge you 
whether they arc repugnant to the Canons of the 
Church, when the 56th puts Rectors and Lecty- 
rers together, and orders em both to read Divine 


Service, and adminiſter the Sacraments, twice a 
Lear, upon Pain of being equally ſuſpended by 


c Clinations of thoſe by whom they are to be 


the Dioceſan. Several other Canons mention ö 


Lecturers; but I ſpare the Trouble of reciting 
em. f 


AND now, Sir, I; am forcd to come to the 
Third Charge againſt Lecturers, which is very 


heavy indeed - © That theſe. New Teachers 


c and Lecturers Preach (oftentimes) not ſo much 
ce to the real Benefit, as to the Fancies and In- 


e Paid for it. Pudet hac Opprobria, &c. 


Anv, can all the Wit of Man, Sir, help 
this? Sorry, 1 am, that the Meaneſt People, in a 
Free-born Nation, ſhould be under ſuch Slavery, 
as to ſubmit theit Labour to the Fancies and 
Inclin ations of thoſe by, whom they are to 


be 
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| be paid for it, when ſuch Labour is for their 


real Benefit --- Much ſorrier, that our Con- 


ſtitution ſhould be ſo defective, as to leave Gen. 
tlemen, the Profeſſors of Phyſiet and Lau, tlie 
Guardians of our Lives and Eſtates, who are 
not only Men of the Beſt Families and Arcom- 
 pliſhments in our Nation, but an Honour to it 
Throughout all Europe, at the Fancies and In- 


clinations of thoſe by whom they are to be 
paid. But neither the Men, nor the Gentle. 
men, in this Caſe, are much to be pity d; ſince 
7 hey have it ſo much in their Power, if they are 
Once injur d, as to be their own Carvers the Se- 
cond Time, But His Lordſhip knew that the 


Caſe of Lecturers was far otherwiſe, tho their 


Families, andthe Expence of their Education, 


is generally the ſame e knew, and there- 


fore compaſſionately beyail'd the Temptation 


they were under, to Preach to the Fancies 


and Inclinations of thoſe by whom they were 
to be paid for it -. And, therefore, his Lord- 
ſhip's Concern was very kind; ſince Lecturers 


are under the hard Neceſſity, whether they 


Preach to the real Benefit, or to the Fancies and 
Inclinations of their Payers, to ſtate the 


Caſe as He does: Becauſe their Pays Maſters maß 
do as they pleaſe--Let me then beg Leave to 


ſit down, and lament for a few Minutes, the 


deplorable Condition of My ſetfahd Brethren -- 
And yet 1 cannot call it ſo Deplorable neither, 


when I reflect upon the friendly Generoſity of 
our Citizens, 00 kind Benefactorsz nor do 1 


D EE complain 


_- ADxrmnce 
mplain of Their Generoſity to us, who have 


2 one us ſo much Juſtice, that we, have not 
any where elſe appcal'd for it. And if we. are i 
contented, why are others uneaſy 2 | 


$; T1 H AT ſome Few of theſe new SINE Sir, 
may be ſo baſe and mercenary, as to ſcek more 
their own Lucre, than the Glory of God; as to con- 


ſult the Fancies and Opinions, more than the real 


Benefit, of thoſe to whom they Preach; is no great 
Wonder, as Times go: But, I verily believe, that 
the Number of ſuch Mretches is very ſmall; and, 1 
thank God, 1 e with none or em. 


1 2 of this Town, Sir, NP the 
fame Education, have the ſame Degrees, and; I 
am perſuaded, have the ſame Regard-for Truth, 
with the Incumbents of it; tho' they have not the 
ſame Encouragement, or Certainty of Subſiſt- 
ence. ---- And yet, if you'll take the Trouble ot 
comparing the Sermons Printed by the Incum- 


beute and Lecturers, I dare ſay you will find the 
Lecturers full as Sound and Orthodox as the In- 


cumbents! You will find that they have boldly 


oppos d Popery, Hereſy and Schiſm, and that 
the Precariouſneſs of their * did not 
tic up their Pens. 


AND, 779 at chis very Day, if you examin 
their Doctrine, and Manner of Life, you'll 
have little Room to complain: Little Reaſon 

to accuſe em of * deceufui Words, and 
5 daubing 


7 


— 8 


>. 


, 1 


rers to oppoſe Nectors, to form ſeparate In» 
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* Abe with untempered Morter, to receive the 
vile Wages of Sin But, on the contrary, that they 
make the pure Word of God the Rule of their 

Preaching, as expounded by the Primitive Farſers 


and Councils of the Chriſtian Church, and con- 


firm d and bounded byithe Nubricis, Articles, and 
Canons of our own, -- And here Lecturers ſtand 
upon ſure Ground, and need never to be aſnam d 


whilſt they ſo ſtand, however particular Parties 


of Men are pleas d or diſpleas d. — As to their 
MNuanner of Life, I hope tis ſuch as nne the 


Goſpel of Chriſt * 
Bur, tho' 1 have been EP to run this Pa 


rallel fo far between Incumbents and Lectu- 


zers; and hope I have done it with Decency; 


| yet ſure Lam, that it was with no View of putting 


em upon an Equality, of encouraging Le 


tereſts, to be buſy in Pariſh Affairs, or any Way 
in the World to prejudice em in their Dues, 


| Rights and Privileges. -- For the Duty of theſe 
Lecfurers, 1am now ſpeaking of, is only to 
Preach on Sundays in the Afternoon. But if, 
in the Abſence of the Miniſters and Curates, 
they can any Way be ſerviceable to the Pariſnes 


they belong to, they ought to do it, and with- 


out Fee or Reward, leaving that for thoſe to 
whom it belongs. Vet, conſidering the Weak - 

\ neſs of Human Nature, I can't help wiſhing, 
klhat, ſince Lecturers are employ'd, 2 approv'd 
= of 1 * EA this Objection of his Loxdſhip's 
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was taken away, and their Income ſo aſcertain d, 


as to be under no Suſpicion of Preaching to the 
Fancies and Inclinations of their Benefactors. 
And I am fo fat from wiſhing this, 1 aſſure you, 
out of Covetouſneſs, to enrich; Lecturers, or 


to burthen Pariſhes, that I ſhould be glad to ſee 
it done, tho the Legal Stated Produce of every 


Lecture in Town was leſs than tis now. upon 


Contribution. Nor do I deſpait of ſeeing the 


Time; when a Britt Parliament will, upon 
due Application, take away this Ne e both 
from Preachers and Hearers. 


A ND now, Sir, having gone through the 


Particulars of your Letter, and Anſwerd'em as 


well as I could in this ſhort Time, and without 


the leaſt intended Offence to any Body; I am 
ſure you will ſuffer me to — a _ Hints in 
Favour of Lecturers. 5 
2 

AND here I need not ſay any y Thing in juli. 
fication of the Profeſſors. and Lecturers in both. 
our Unzverſities, who are Men of the beſt Learn- 
ing and Abilities, of ſingular Service to thoſe Il- 
luſtrious Places, and conſequently to the whole 
Nation. There the Founders of em are juſtly 


Commemorated, and God Prais'd for their good 
Works, as ſome of the beſt of Benefactors to Man- 
kind. Somewhat of the ſame Nature might be 


urg d for the Liberal Founder of the Lectures, 
or Profeſſorſhips, of Greſham-College, and all. 
other ESR of that * has they 


not 


1 
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got Atl piouſly intended to prornote Religion, 


Learning, good Manners? And do they not an- 
{wer theſe noble Ends? if not, whoſe Tault * 


; it? 


8 Ur, ik v we muſt teak of Bergers cally 
wirt. Regatd to Preaching; ſure no Apology ean 
be expected for all thoſe Charitable Legacies and 


Donations, which have been left by marry Well 
| diſpos'd Perſons, to ſuppott the Week-Day Ser- 


mons, not only in London and Weſtminſter, but 
alſo in ſeveral other Cities and Places: in this 
Kingdom. It would be very ungrateful and un- 
chriſtian not to keep the Memories of ſuch Mu- 
nificent People in Remembrance! Tho they are 


Dead, they (till Speak, and ought to be Celebra. 
ted for it! Without Doubt, they have their Re- 


ward; yet this Acknowledgement is due to theit 
Aſhes, and ought ever to be paid, as a Tribute 
to paſt Virtue, and an Excitement to Poſterity to 
rival their Actions and Examples! And ſurehy he: 
knows very little of the Preſent State of the 
Church, ſo corrupted in Faith and Practice, who 
can think theſe Lectures uſeleſs now; and has 
4 mean Opinion of the Preachers and Hearers 


of em, if he can fancy ſuch Sermons don't contri- 
bute to the checking of Infidelity, and the Encreaſe 


of real Sanctity and Holineſs! For, as Morality, 


and the Hereſes of the Times, were the chief 


Matter of the Diſcourſes of the Fathers, ſo alſo 
are they of Ours. I muſt therefore with, that 
more of theſe Lectures were eſtabliſh'd, (as one 
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- ho 3 be a Worthy Lady, and AG 
Mellitus, our Beloud Dioceſan) than that any 
of em were retrenchd. I might have mention'd 
before, the vaſt Advantages Chriſtianity has re- 
ceiyd from the Honourable Mr. Boyle Lecture; 


but, That is too well known to need Mentioning: 


Nor is it fear d. but that, by the Bleſſing of Heaven, 


the One will, in Time, as effoctually ſilence all 
the Enemies to our Saviours Diuinity, as the 
Ohler has all thoſe to the Frag of a God. ö 


'B UT, Sir, if you have no Objection againſt 


Lee urersin general, nor Preaching- Lecturers up- 
on Mel - Days, whether Preparation - Sermons for 


the Bleſſed Sacrament, thoſe on Chriſtmas Day, 


Good Friday, or any other Days enjoin'd to be 
oblery'd by the Church of England, but confine 


me to ſpcak ſoly to Sunday-Lecturers I obey 


your Commands, and only deſire to ask, whe- 
ther you think all thoſe Lectures on Sun- 


day-Mornings, at 6, and 7, and$ a Clock, of 


which Sort we have many in this Town, ſome 


ſupported by the Pious Gifts of theDegeasd, and 


others by the Charitable Contributions of rhe 


Living, whereby the Prayers of our Church are 


Read, Scrmons Preach'd, and the Holy Com- 


munion often Adminiſter d, ro. Perſons Who 
could not ſo conveniently, or perhaps not at 


all, 1 * Divine Duties at Wax ſtated 


Times 7 


Ful Biſhop of London, C. 
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Sundays, Holy-'Days, or other Week- 


3 


Ef — read than it would othcrwiſe be, And, 


Times, want an Excuſe? The Act of 933 1 
mity, Car. 11. 14. enjoyns, that no Lecture 


* ſhall be Preachd, without having the 
mon- Prayer firſt Read; which makes it 


are not theſe Lectures, ſo Piouſly intended, ſo 
Religiouſiy carry d on, and which contribute ſo 
much to the Quicting of Conſciences, to the 
Saving of Souls, to the Honour ot Chriſt and 


His Inſtitutions, and to the Good of Society, 


Continu d! ! 


to be, by all RB A mne, . d, 


A ND, . Sir, if you grant me this; pray what 


Fault can you find with our Sunday Even · 
tures, which are Weekly ſupported in Many 
our Churches, and Monthly in Others? As, 
| be the Morning Lectures, Servants, Apprenti- | 
ces, and other well-inciin'd Perions, partake of 
the Ordinances ofthe Church, which they could 9 _ 
not do at the ſtated Times: So alſo do ſuch Peo- | 
plc, and thoſe of an Higher Rank, who could | 
not attend. the Afternoon-ſervice, ſupply that 
Deffcience by theſe Evening Lectures. And, is 
it not a Subject of N it ſeveral Devout 
= Mcmbers' of our Church enjoy all theſe Four © 
4 Advantages, as I believe they do, of offering up 
- their Prayers in Public to God, and hearing 3 
Mord Read and Preach'd to em? Certain T _ 
you haye ſeen above, that CHriſtians were wont, 
: * — * Nen Apes ofthg Church, 
ps Wh not f 


\ 


not to be bir d with Three or Bus Sctmons' on a 
Lords Pay. eee 
"AE 2 7 3 Dr 4 309 
Amp FER Sit, you u mut like theſe Eving 
1a very well, when you conſider, chte 
dont hinder C alechiæing. but promote it: That | 
| rk pron of Ne are roy in 555 


55 but Phe Es ae tow on a the 


Pulpit upon theſe Occaſions, are often it à Ca- 
techetical Stile, and uſually fo Plain and Practi- 
cal, as to be ſuitable to their Age and Capa- 


cities, fit to ground em in the firſt Principles 
of the Oracles of God, and to train n up 


in the Way they fould go, All which is no 
Burthen to the People, who are at Liberty 
to throw in their Mites, or to keep em to ruſt 
and canker in their Pockets. And here 1 have 


another fait Opportunity of extolling our Chariry- 


Schools: But ſince they ate thus known by their 
Fruits, which ſo appatently ſhine before Men, 1 
ſhall paſs em over as above all Praiſe of Words, 
and only ſilently glorify our Father, and our 
Queen, who are in Heaven, for em! And, let 
me add, our King on Earth. 


SINCE you have forc'd me, Sir, oainſt 1 my 
Inclinations, to be a mean Advocate for Lectu- 


rers, J hope * cart think this foreign to my 
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f Purpoſe. But, if you are reſolyd to tie me down 


dloſely to Lecturers on Sundays in the Afternoon, 


1 ſubmit, and beg you to accept of what juſt 
haſtily offers to my Pen in their Defence. And 
I ſhall take it for granted here, that theſe Lectu- 


rers are Men ofthe ſame Egucation and Degrees 


with our Incumbents ; that they Preach as ſound 
Doctrine; that they need not obſtruct Caterhiz- 


ng, as it appears by the Effects they don't in this 
Town; that they are ſo far from being con- 


trary to our preſent Eſtabliſhment, that it 

proves of em: If not, how come they to be 
choſen by the Pari ſboners, to be ſufferd by the 
Nec tors, and to be licenſed by the Biſhops? 1 


could name Sunday-Afternoon-Lectures which 
were founded many Years ago, and are ſtill ſup- 


ported by Legacies: But, to inſtance in one, 
you may pleaſe to recollect, that there are 7 /. 


a Year left, and fo long i ince, that we can't yet 
trace the Original of it, to maintain ſuch a Lecture. 


in our Own Church. If ſuch Charities were 
then thought Illegal, how came the Lectures to 


be founded, to be hitherto continu'd, and the D 


Salarics Pat 


1» you fay, Sir, there were no ſuch Perſons. 


in the Primitive Church; I anſwer, that all the 


Clergy were in the State of Lecturers then. II 


you ſay, there was no ſuch Afternoon Preaching. 
for many Ages, after Churches were built and 


endow d; the more was the Pity. But, if you 
ay they were not Jo. Cuſtomary in this City. 


till 
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till the Times of Confuſion, | * grant it, 1 0 
joyce in the Effect, tho I lament the Cauſe : 
For, when they were then uſherd in by our 
Church, into many Churches, twas indeed wirh- 
out any other Law than Neceſſity, which is al- 


_— ways a Law of it ſelf. The Diſſoyaliſts firſt ſet 


dem up, encouraged em, and made the vileſt 
Uſes of em: And this provokd the Church to 
look ort for an Antidote to expel this Venom; 


and the beſt ſne could think of, was to Gppoſe 


em with their own Weapons, by having Lectu. 
rers too, who might confute Gainſayers, and 

eſcrve Her Members from Contagion. And 
E is She to be blam d for Self. preſervation? Eſpe- 
cially, when there was no Law againſt Her ſo 
acting? Or, had Her Adverſaries, at leaſt; better 
Right to ſend out Go/taz#'s againſt Her, than She 
had to ſend out Some to demoliſh em? To ſow 
os: than She had to ſo Me:: 

F OR this Reaſon, Sit, as 1 dn been inform d, 
were all the Meet. Day- Lectures at St. Bartho- 
mere. Exchange founded, by Chriſtians who 
had Zeal with Knowledge: And God grant they 
may ever anſwer this End, and ſo the Intention 
of their Donors! That they may ever combat 


* oy with-Error, Beef; e and all rf | 
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B ur, if you anne the Reaſon of the fb 


| Inſtitution of Lecturers to be Good, yet diſlike 


em now for their N. ** becauſe ye are ge- 
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| erally of about only 100 Years 1 Tafſure 


you, Sir, that I like Novelties, either in Church 

or State; (tho I have ſhewn above that Le- 
cturers are no Novelty) as little as you poſſi- 

bly can; and promiſe, that, if you will rectify 


ſome Horſe Novelties, which have ſince encor- : 


porated themſelves with our Eſtabliſhment, Iwill 
be the Foremoſt to ſtrike out that of Lectn- 
rers. But, if All Novelties are to be condemnd, 
I could ſoon give you a very Large Catalogue: 
Vet I am ſo far of another Opinion, that [think *' 
the Exigencies of Times and Places, and Pub. 
lick Welfare, may Authorize ſuch Novelties, - 
as are not Contrary to a Divine Law --- Wee EZ 
I believe, you will own em at) 
e 5 
FRED now, Sir, 1 ſhall up this ods | 
and incorrect Letter, with ſhewing a few of the 


Advantages of continuing ſuch Lecturers as "0 


we are diſcourſing of, and of the Diſadvan- : 


tages which would probably a W . - 0 


Laid of 'em. 
Ano, can I n with a 2 Honour to E 
| them, than the Drawing and Keeping of People 


to the Church! For, ſince the ſame Diſtemper _ 


till rages, ought not the ſame Remedy to be 
ſtill apply'd? (This His Lordſhip owns, in Con. 
currence with his laſt Grace of Canterbury!) 
Thoſe who differ from us, have more Lectures 
. than ever the People have full as itching 
| Ears: 
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ats: FE ,therefore,can our Lectures be thous ght 
more unneceſſary now, than they were at kult 
Ought we to ſuffer our Opponents to excel us 


in any Reſpect? Or, ſhould we not be 

Labours more abundant, tho' you think en 
above Meaſure ? For, if Preachers fail, Sedu- 
cers will not; but the Defection of our People 


to Popiſh Superſtition, or Seditious N. ovelties, 
or e Atheiſm, would enſue --- For 
theſe Charmers would faſcinate the Multitude, 


and draw many away; but conſtant Preaching 


_ hinders the Two Extremes from e 


Up our 9 4 30 5 


Wan. we all of the Pikes Opinion, 1 were 


riicte no Strivings of Parties, no Emulations for 


different Ends, and each of us fo Religious as 
We ought to be: Was the Caſe in Great. ri. 
Zain, as a Learned Author tells us tis in Swe- 


dena * Where the Lutheran Religion has never 
e been diſtracted by N. on-Conformity ſince the 
«* Reformation ; all os Orders of Men agreeing 
« in a conſtant Attendance on Divine Service; 
« and a Zeal for their own Way, without any 
nice Enquiries into diſputable Points, either 
< in their own Tenets, or thoſe of other 
c Churches; whereby it becomes the Buſineſs 
cc of their Preachers, rather to perſuade the Pra- 
« Rice of Piety, than to oppoſe the Doctrine 


<« of others, or defend their own : Cateche- 
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dical Diſcourſes out of the Desk might do full 


as well as "Sermons from the Pulpit on Fun- 
days in the Afternoon: But ſince this is rather 


to be wiſh'd, than hop d for, we are to uſe all 
_ juſtifiable Means to Save Some; and tis lawful 


to try to pleaſe the People for their Edification, 


alter t the Example. e of St. Paul. x 


AND, ſince we are ſo divided in Opinion; 
that we ſet up Altar againſt Altar, and ſeem more 
to conſult our Palates and Fancies, than Truth 
and ſubſtantial Holineſs ; ſince we find our Li- 


zurgy, which is the moſt primitive and compleat 


| Collection of Publick Devotion that is usd in 


any Church in the World, does not keep up 
an adequate Senſe of its Excellence, and Spi- 


rit of Piety; ſince the Humour. ſo runs, that 
Catechixing and Expounding ., when added to 


the Common- Prayer, are unfortunately thought 


ſo dry and jcjune, that they are not duly at- 


tended; and ſince all Diſciplinè ſeems to be ſo 


faſt a ſleep, that we know not when it will 


awaken; what other Method have we left of 
drawing Men to the Church, than by their Ears? 
Eſpecially, when we foreſee that they would pro- 
bably be led, by enticing Words, to other Places, 
if they were not thus drawn Thither !*T was a Say- 


ing inst. Chryſoſtome's Days, Why ſhouldIgo to 


tc Church, if 1 cannot hear a Sermon? We hear 
te the ſame Things read every Day to us out of 


ec Scripture! They complained then, that Sermons 
(c We 
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4 were not Frequent enough, or too Short -- „ 
And People would part with any other Gere of 


A. ; 


5 


4 not, Fe than Sermons. 


By 1 this is ok all, Sir — For "Ph Lites | 
are of ſingular Service, even to thoſe who would 


go to no other Place of Worſhip than the Church, 
if they were not inſtructed there. The Belt and 


Wiſeſt of us may well bear with a Sermon in 


— 


the Afternoon, tho' we heard one in the Morn- 


ing: Eſpecially, ſince One Sermon was. far lon- 


ger formerly than Tuo are now; when they - 
Preach d till the Tongues of the one, and the Ears 
of the other, were quite tired out --- But ſuch 


is the Delicacy and Tenderneſs of our Nobility 
and Gentry, at leaſt in the Winter, that they 
ſeldom get ready for the Morning- Service: And, 


1 fear, if there was no Sermon in the Afternoon, 
tho too Few come then into the Houſe of the 
Lord, there would be much Fewer. 57 


Ap then, Sir, Scrvants; Gr. whoarc much 
Did the orcateſt Part of this Town, tho' they have an 
caqual Title with their Maſters to the Means of 
Grace and Hopes of Glory, are generally ſo con- 
find, that they have no Time to pay their Ad- 
dtrreſſes to their Maker, and to learn their Duty 
to Him and their Governours, but in the After- 
noon. So that High and Low, Rich and Poor, 
one with another, as Matters now ſtand, ſeem - 


to require theſe Lectures: For bare Catechizing 
and . 7 are perſuaded, would 
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hardly induce many. to think the Church more 
pleaſant, than the Fields, Accordingly, in the 
Reign O King James. before Lectures were ſo 


frequent, the People were wont to ſpend the Aﬀer- 


noon on Sundays at Foot-ball, and ſuch-likeDi- 
verlic ions; and therefore that Learngd Monarch 


writ a moſt Orthodox Treatiſe of the Obſervation 


of the Lord 's-Day, and dedicated it to the Bi- 


ſhops and Gew; of , 


. 1448 Ps 


TuzsE N * 18 0 the 5 ity in 


Gencral.-- But, among thoſe which are Particu- 


8 lar, I am ſorry to mention One; Which i is, that 


it ſometimes ſo unfortunately happens, upon. 


ſome. Account or other, that the Pariſhioners 


are ſo prejudic d againſt their Miniſter, that they 
will not go to bear him in the Morning; and, 
if he either Preach d, or Expounded, in the Af. 
ternoon, would refuſe to do it: The COR. 


quence of which is, that they either wholly for- 
ſake the aſſembling of themſelves together, or 
go to ſeparate aſſemblics, or at Jeaſt break the 


Parochial Unity and Communion of Saints, by 


very happy that we have Lecturers to keep. Folks 


to their own Churches in the Afternoon: For, 
however it may be with Incumbents, w who are 


put upon em, and, whether they like em or not, 


muſt take em for better for worſe, one would 
E 


_ ſuppoſe 
; : 4 2d 


[ 


 licentiouſly. Gadding to other Churches; a Pra-. 

Rice contrary to the OEconomy of our Church, 
and productive of numerous ill Conſequences. | 
In this bad Caſe, ſhould it happen, I think tis 
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poſe the Lede hs are their own Choice, 
don they are voluntarily paid, and Whom 
. can either Turm out, or Star vs in, ſhould not 
be unacceptable. But I put this only as à Caſe in 
Poſſibility -- And, if it ever falls out, that Lecturet 
would be very baſe and ungenerous, who took 
Advantage of his Rector s Misfortuncs, and in- 
ſinuated himſelf at his Expence; wheteas he 
ought rather to do all in his Power, whete there 
is 1 to reſtore his Credit and Authorit 12 


Bou: r, Sir, were all Minilicts © ever ſo accepta- 
ble and belovd in their Pariſhes, atid oblig d to 
Preach Twrce in the fame Church every Sunday, | 
or to Catechize and Expound, yet Lecturers ate 
ſtill of ſingular Service to them, and the Inhabi- 
tants: For, how well ſoever theſe Duties might 
be diſcharg d, we have all ſuch a natural Itch to 
Novelty and Variety, that 1 queſtion whether 
their Labours would be ſo agrecable as they now 
are, whilſt they diſcharge only the Function of 

the Morning, and leave that of the Aﬀernoon to 
Lecturers. I could appeal to Experience for the 

Truth Yi Remark, and inſtance in ſome Pa- 
riſhes within the Bills of Mortality, where the 
Effe a are bad of the Miniſters ſupplying: both 
Parts of the Day; and yet might be re&ify'd, 
and without the leaſt Prejudice to their Incomes, 
if they would allow the Pariſhoners to elect Le- 
ures. I mention this only as a plain Proof of 


what I advance, and without any invidious De- 
lien. f 
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As: WN Sir, have not Confi- 
| tutions ſtxong,.cnough to perform their Offic 
in . ane 1 40 0 


1 no, "4 Rd 1 1 
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1 1.5 were Phy nn 858 ſo 1 tick and 
healthy, very Few of em, I'm. perſuaded, have 
ſo little Modeſty, as to think: themſelves capable 

of: compoſing. Two Diſcourſes, every Week: fit 


to be dcliverd to the Congregations of this. 


Town, conſidering the various Calls they have 
out of their Studies, to Baptize, to Viſitthe Sick, 
to Bury the Dead, to anſwer gs; Avocations of 
their own Families, to beg for the Poor and Di- 
ſtreſs d, and to ſollicit Favours, and do Good Offi- 


ces, for their Friends, their Brethren, their Ac. 


8 quaintance: For, I may ſay, without bluſhing, 


that no Body of Men in this City have ſuch 

frequent Applications to em, are made the In- 
ſtruments of conveying ſo many Favours, and 
more ſincerely endeavour to ſerve all Ranks and 


Degrees of Human-Kind, than the Clergy -- Yer 
I mention this, not as their Hardſhip, but their 
Honour; ſince it ſhews the Credit they are ſtill 
in, and their Readineſs to copy their Maſter's Ex- 


. * Who e went about Doing Good! f 
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Bur, to N over every ortich Adi/anrage of 
19 5 to Incumbents -- Pray, Sir, who gene. 
rally enjoy the Lectures of this Town? Do not 
the. Pariſh- Miniſters 2 ? And,do they not want'em? 
For, I fancy, that, taking One Living with Ano- 
ther within the Walls, after Cutates are paid, 
and Taxes, Expences, and Disburſements, inevi- 
tably attending em, diſcharg d, they hardly bring 
in clear 150 /. per Annum. And what a Main- 
| Eg is 2s, conſi 12 Where, and How 


Si 4 7 


and Children out of it? The Le — 8 5 
which they have, ſatisfy their Curates, hedge in 
the Outgoings of their Livings, and help to keep 
em in tolerable Plight. And who cnn 7H in 
| his Heart to OY em this? 988 LEE 

N Lam far from ben cha Gentee) | 
ſit ity of the Citizens: For, were they not liberal 
above Law, few of their Paſtors could live. 1 
might nevertheleſs give a Hint here, of the Dif. 
3 of the Value ot Money when their Rates 
were ſettled, and nom: And hope to be excusd, 
if I was ſo Bold, or ſo Compaſſionate, (call it 
which you will) as to wiſh this Hardſhip was in. 
aries 3 the Legiſlature. | e 

5 15 it only 4 Eaſe and proft te to MY Mini- 
* but alſo an Honour and Pleaſure to the 


Citizens, to have their Churches thus decently 
n 
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app d, commonly by Three Clergy men, Paſtor, 9... 
Curate, Lecturer. As they are not only richer, 
but abound more than Country- Pariſhes, in all 
the Comforts and Elegancies of Life; ſo may 

they ever continue to . ads as 8 kd in Sw 


Y 


1 1 W ay in beet 92d. ml 
N ok are Tiers POP 1 only ff 44. 
vantage to the Miniſters and People in; theſe 
Reſpects; but alſo, the great Number of Lectures Y 
and Cures here are of vaſt Service to the Church of 
in general, by having ſo many of the Younger 
- Clergy ſupported, by theſe; Methods, in this 
Town. And yet who can ſay there are t 
, many? Or, that we are over-run with em? Or, that 
they are burthenſom? When he recollects the 
ſmall Pittance of their Maintenance, and that 
WE have [Earce one Seu man to eee | 
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1 ERS, Sir, 3 are - allo 2 benefici- 
al to this City, by being, as it were, a Nurſery 
for Rectors of it, and training em up, Step by 
Step, to be qualify'd for that Poſt. Reward is 
the Mother of Induſtry: And, as all the Lectures 8 

of this Town, and many of the Livings, are at 
the Diſpoſal of the Citizens, young Gentlemen, i 
who ſeldom come full ripe out of the Univer- 1 
ſtties, when they find they are to be encourag d : 
and preferrd here according to their Merits, ö 
double their Diligence and. WS in n Onder to . 
_ deſerve Promotion. it. on = 
DIES S * on * N- 1 


N 2 975 Drr rack 1 8 
Ap, weteit not for this Method, how could 
the City be properly ſupply d with Incumbents? 
If you ſay, out of the Univerſities; I grant it -- 
But, pray, did not theſe Lecturers and Curates 
come out of the Univerſuies? And, after they 
have been employ d many Years in theſe lower 
Stations, ought they not to be ſupposd (Pratti- 
eil Knowlege being certainly the Beſt) more fit- 
Iy qualify'd for Pariſh- Pelle than thoſe who . 
Here never converſant in Parochial Affairs: 
But, if you ſay, they may be calld out of the 
Country; I fancy you would be dilapy 
ed, tho there are many Worthy. and Lear- 
ned Gentlemen among the Country-Clergy: 
For the Air, the Cuſtoms, the Expences, are ſo 
different here from what they are there, that, I 
believe, Few would care to quit a Living of 
ro. a Near there, for one of 1504. here. And, 
as theſe Lectures are of Service to the City; ſo 
alſo are they to the Country, by breeding up 
and qualifying fir Clergpmen to be ſent into it, 
for hem there is not Employment here. All 


which tends to the 725 1 of the 85775 a well bs 
as; of the Church. 
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Ihave tina, Sir, to mention c one 
Thing in Favour of Lecturers, which is, that there 
i n Room in many Churches for all the Pa- 
riſhioners, or a Quarter of em, to pay their Duty 
to God together in the Morning; becauſe our 
New Churches go on ſo fuſt, or ought ſo to do, that 
1 ee that 9 will e ſoon taken . 


1 1 
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$7 many Perſons left without Excuſe, who now ) 
” make that an 1 10 9 at Home, or go- 


ing Abroad, or r mare oNcighbouringChurches, 
Lang Men of W. 0 as are n "FM. 
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1 Ax D,. ik Beers i may e Cauſes, * 
me in obſerving, Sir, that the meaneſt of out Or- 
der are not choſen into Lectures in this Town; 

Or, if they are, that Lectures ſo exceedingly i im- 
prove em, that a great Part, not only of our 
Late, but alſo of our Preſent Biſhops, mounted 
directly out of theſe Stations into their Epiſco- 
pal Sees; and that Men of the beſt Figure in our 
Profeſſion fill many of theſe Poſts now : Which 
ſhould be ſo interpreted, I think, that the Court 
is ſo far from dilapproving of em, that it di- 
ſtinguiſhes em; and that the Citizens are ſo far 
from deſcrying Cenſure, that they ſeem to me- 
rit Thanks from the Legiſlature, for making ſuch 
proper Choices of their Lecturers, and encourag- 
ing em ſo long with their Bounty and Liberality, 
till e are fit for the Royal Countenance, and 
thought qualify d to e the Church and e 
ee : os 


Y ou 580 Sir, E's what great Freedom A 
Plainneſs, I have aſſerted the Authority of our 
Preaching, tho we are not inſpir d, tho we are 
not ſent and authoriz d. by God in an extraor- 
dinary Way, and endow d with Miraculous Gifts, 
a the * Preachers were: Let, ſince St. C ngo. 
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| flome ſays, < St. Paul converted the World not ; | 
« ſomuch by his Miracles, as by: his rontinual. 


« Preaching, can you think our Labour is'whol- 


ly in vain now? That 1 have purſitd/this Argu- 


ment ſo far, is not only in Obedience to your 


Letter, but alſo to juſtify a Divine Inſtitution, 


which has continu'd more or leſs in all Periods 
of. the Church, and is now, 1 think, by vaſt In- 
duftry and Application, advanc'd to the higheſt 
Degree of Eminence in Our Own; Foreigners 


generally taking noiſ that Paing in Ten Sermons, 


which many of us do in One. And, as we preach 
oftner than Foreign Churches; ſo we keep the 


| Lord 's-Day better dobſeryd; Which ſupports the 


ſpiritual Grandeur of Religion among us more 


: than other Nations. bo 3 1 


1 this, S you Have ſoted me to "Wh 
unwiſlingly- And, how many Bluſbes ſoevet it 
may have coſt me in writing it, yet this is my 


Comfort, that Ithink Thave written ſuch Truths 


as need not viuſs,"" 27 98 


A Sir, fi nce 1 wa vein fa aid 
nd my Face begins to harden a little now, 1 


| ſhall dare to tell you one Truth more: Which 


is," That ſince Lecturers ate legal Miniſters, Mi- 
niſters of your own chuſing, and ſo uſeful and 


advantageous in many Reſpects, you are bound, 


both by the Law and the OGaſpel, as I could ioon 
make appear, to Support and Maintain em in 


1 an. handſome Manner. How little Reaſon Iliave 
bs Kal obs et if 


„ * 
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my {elf to complain, upon chis Account, you 
very well know; how many Reaſons 1 have to 


thank and eſteem the Pariſh*we belong to, you 


know likewiſe -'And, therefore, I — . both 


with Modeſty to my 2 and Honou oour Pa- 


r1ſh, upon this Point, in Hopes of doing Juſtic and 
per to other Saen! in _ own n Station: 


Bok a Proof of this 1 fer you to the O : 


_- or Sentences in the Communion-Office, 


which are Texts out of the New Teſtament, ſe 
lected by the Church, as Inſtructions and Exhor- 
tations to this great Duty, written long before 
any Legal Proviſion was made for the Clergy, 
and ſtill as binding, where there is no ſuch Pro- 
viſion yet made for em: For the Miniſters of the 


Goſpel, without any Diſtinction, are to live by 


the Goſpel, according to the Commands of our 


Saviour, and the Practice of His Apoſtles. * Mh 


goeth a Warfare at any Time of his own Coſt? 
VM ho planteth a Vineyard, and eateth not of the 
Fruit thereof? Or who ;feedeth a Flock, and eat. 
« eth not of the Milk of the Flock? If we have 
* ſown unto you ſpiritual Things, is it a great 
Matter if we ſhall reap your worldly Things? Do 
ye not know that they who miniſter about Holy 
0 Things, live of the Sacrifice? And, they who 
c Wait at the Altar, are Partakers with the Altar? 
, Eye ſo hath the Lord alſo ordained, that they 
ho preach the Goſpel, ſhould live of the Goſpel. 
12 E 5 _— is Page qa in the Word, miniſter 
| unto 


— 
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* 1 Cor. ix. 7, 11, 13, 14. f Gal. vi. 6. 
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4 unto Fa that teacheth in all 1 Things: 
This is the Goſpel - Maintenance, the Church's 
Duty to Miniſters with Regard to Proviſi - 
on. A. plentiful Subſiſtence for the Prieſts 
and Leuites was expreſly enjoynd by the Ma- 
faic Law; and this Point is ſo often repeated and 
inculcated throughout the whole Olde Teſtament, 
that it would require a Volume to recite all the 
Pafſages;thoPreaching did not begin in the Few! fo 
Church till the Time of Extra · Vet all the Mi- 


niſters belonging to the Temple had ſuch an 


ample Allowance provided for em by God, that, 
according to the Computation of Helden, the 
whole Tythe amounted to near the 5th Part of 
the whole Revenue of the Land, beſides Offer- 


ings, Sacrifices; Cc. tho the Tribe of Leui was 


ſo ſmall a Bedy of People, in Compariſon of 
the reſt, that ĩt did not amount to the 49th. Part, 
as may be ſcen, Numb. 1. 3. Whence it is 
evident, that thoſe who then attended Di- | 
vine Service, muſt needs be very rich. It is 


well known, that in the Primitive Times, the 


Clergy had a liberal Support out of the Offcr- 
ings of the People: And, Lam ſure, they have 


ſtill the ſame Right, where there is not a legal and 


ſtated Income. Nor were the very Gentiles want- 
ing in this Reſpect, we may be ture, ſince Foſeph, 
when. he made Pharoah Proprietor of all &gypt 

preſum'd not to Buy the Land of the Prieſts. 


And ſince, at the Riſe of the Roman Em pire, 
the Senators and Prieſts, and all thoſe who ad 


the chief 5 over the — of * 
5 eee — Were 


of LxcTURERSY, 39 | 
were choſen only out of the Patricians, or No | 


bility, can you doubt of their having a plentiful 1 
e But, to return 7 


Es. the Priefts of « our 3 Sir, are pro- 
J. miſcuouſly inveſted, by Ordination, with Au- 
ſmority to preach. the Goſpel; and equally em- 
power d, I think, by the Goſpel, to receive theit 
Reward for ſo; doing: But, ſuch is the Hap pines 
of Incumbents, labſat Diclo Invidia) cy as 
they arc obliged by Law to preach, ſo are they 
- alſo by Law enabled to recover their Recompence = 
for it. Vet Incumbents are not obligated to 
preach above ance a Month. The 45th Canon in- 
deed directs every benefic d Man, allowed to + 
4 be a Preacher, to preach, if he thinks it, one 
, Sermon every Sunday in the Year, either at 
4. His own Church, or ſome Other - But, * if a f 
4 benefic d Man is not allow d to be a Preacher, 4 
* he muſt get a Sermon once a Month, if his Y 
Living can pay for it. Vet, after all, no Canons 
enforce Miniſters to preach ſo often as they do; 
and no Penalties are annexed to thoſe which 
.enjoyn any Preaching. 
So that the Office of Preaching, when the Go- 
vernment thinks t to exert it ſelf, is not appropri- 
ated to Livings, as appears from Canon 49th about 
Licences from the Conduct of the Reigns oH. VII 
Eduard Vl, Queen Mary, and Queen Eli 1 
when ſuch Perſons only were allow'd to Preach, 
a n i had i or not, Les this Was 
07% 3 2 A 
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a moſt exceſſive Loney of Authority) as were | 
Licens'd ſo to do. " ws e e 05 : 


RECTORS, ts: may a ſuencd, W 
and Curates, or Lecturers, appointed to preach 
in their Sted: For Legal-Preaching ſeems to de- 
pend wholly upon a Licence from the Dioce- 
fan; that is the only Human Title they both have 


for this Practice; and therefore, I conceive, that 


when a Rector is Licens d to Preach in a Church, 
and a Lecturer alſo, they have an equal Autho- 


rity for Preaching, tho they have not for Pay- 


ment. The Rector, indeed, may deny the Le- 
cturer his Pulpit, as being his Freehold: A Com- 


mon-Law Caſe, which can never be inſiſted on, 
by a ſpiritual Man, (when no flagrant Crime glares 
in the Lecturer) without Contempt and Deriſion, 
even from good Chriſtians: And, when the Re- 
ctor has done, the Biſhop may alſo, if he plea- 
ſes, ſilence Him too, and order a Third Perſon 
to ſupply both their Places: And all this with the 
-utmoſt Equity; for if Clergymen can t agree, who 


ſhould? Tantane Animis Cœleſtibus Ire ? They 
ſin againſt their Profeſſion, when they don't ſet 
A Pattern of Peace to cheit Followers! WER 
TEE j 2: £ 


So that Rectors Leftiiters, and Clnititis: if 
t 


MP ty to preach, have the ſame Right fo 


do, in Order to promote the Glory of God, and to 
edify the People: And, Sir, judge you whether they 
"have not an equal Right to be paid! And, if fo, 


Tam * ſure, that thoſc who give Nothing to 


Lecturers, 


; 


| LECTURERS. "4 


Lecturers, whhuld do juſt the {ame to their Pariſh- 
Prieſts, if they were. at the ſame Liberty : For, 
as they are alike licens d to preach in the ſame 
Churches, and, without Affront, alike do ſo, I 
can ſee no 1 Neuen en en ſhould nc 
RO DN 1 2 
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rence to our Laws; and only deſire their Audi: 
tors to conſider, that, if there were no ſuch Laws, 
whether they wou d be moſt liberal to the In- 
cumbent, Curate, or Lecturer. But I forbear -- 
That the Labourer is worthy. of his Hire, is plainly 
affirm'd -- Such Labourers Lecturers are, for the 
perfecting of the Saints; for the edifying of the 
Body of Chriſt: And therefore: deſerve their Hire; 
tbo they are not Hirelings any more than the 
Rectors. Butz as the Incumbents have poſitive Laws 
on their Side, and are bound to Viſit and take Care 
of the whole Pariſhes they belopg to, tis but juſt 
and equitable, that they ſhould have a much Better 
Income than the Lecturers, who are only to 
Preach on Sundays in the Afternoon. Vet they 
uſually do other Offices, and without any other 
Advantage, than that of abliging the PONIES 
11 n. . 770 


1 HAT thoſe hg frequent the — Rn 
it under the Miniſtry of Lecturers, Sir, are bound 
in Conſcience and Decency to contribute, ac. 
cording to their ſeveral Stations and Abilitics, to 
the Maintenance of their reſpectiye Lecturers, 


: ; * , 
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- 
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is too clear to want any Proof <--:Res ipſa 18 
tur. - And, that thoſe who ſlight all Places of 


Worſhip, and thoſe who go to ſeparate ones, 
ought to be Neighbourly in this oe Cate, which 


is left to their Free-Will, as well as in ſuch Rates 


and Payments as they are forc d to comply with, 
might be made appear: Becauſe there are but 

Familics, God be thank d, out of which none 
goto the Pariſh-Church ; upon whoſe Account 


thoſe who Conran it ought" to "be e 
Feel che kerne Biſhop Gibſon men- 


tions, in His Codex, A Provifin for Letturers 
before the Reſtoration, and quotes for it, 1 3, 14. 


Car. II. Cap. 25. F. I. Which Statute ſets forth, 
< Thar the Loyaliſts were conſtrained/ to ſetele 


4 Auvouſem, Rectories, Glebes and Tythes, to 
« the Uſes aflign'd by the Long- Parliament, as 


*. Compoſitions for Delinqueney; as they-call'd 
< /it, which was chiefly appropriated for the Main- 


4c tenance of Preaching Miniſters and Lecturers. 


— The Ad of "Exemption likewiſe ſays, I. 
Gu Mar. That Nothing therein con. 


&« tain d, ſhall be conſtrued to exempt any of the 


 « Perſons aforeſaid from paying of Tythes, or other 
& Parochial Duties, or any Other Duties to the 

Church or Miniſter. I have recited the Former 
of theſe Statutes, to ſhew thoſe who diſfer from 


us, what Care their Forefathers took to provide 
for Lecturers, tho I wiſh they may never have 
ſuch a Proviſion again: And the Larter, to re- 


mind em, chat, tho wy are diſpens d with for 
not 
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not Going to Church, yet "Work are not from Pay- 
| ing al the! Duties to the Church and TREE: 


y 4 
a E Pettülers ng ts chicfy: to be eteourägd 
out of 4 Senſe of Relivion and of Love arid! 


Obedience to our Bleſſed Lord and Maſter, who! 


commands his Diſciples to propagate tlie Gölp e 


to drive away all erroneous and firange! Poarine. 
and all his Followers to contribute Kberalty” 


attd' chearfully to fuch as undertake thitdiffictiſt” 
Emiploy -- So that thoſe who gv out bf Petſonal 
Refpett to the Preacher, or with any other Views: 

than rheſe; or withuraw their Subſctiptions up- 
on every little Omiſſion of CeretnbHy, and the 
le; g upon falſe Principles, and 10 forfeit tlie 
Reward they miglit otherwiſe Jultly erpect from | 
their Saviour for complying with HisInjunCtions.” 
Particular Likeings and Affections, Prejudices 
ant Parties, ſhould be Overlook d here; and the 

Mite which is caft into this Treaſüty, '6 ought to 
be eſteem d, not as àn Offering to" Men, but 


unto the Tord. in Otder to convert the Wick „ 


cd, to confitm the good, to Keep the Wolf 
from the Sheep, and to convince Gainſayers. And 
therefore I cannot dut wonder how many Co 
tizens and Chriſtians, who are very Zealous in 
their ſFveral Ways, and like LeQurets mighty 
well, can ſatisfy their Conſciences, in giving em 


| Either Nothing at all, or /z/5thah they do to theit 


Common Watchmen: The Caſe js fat otherwiſe 
among thoſe who differ from us; and I'm ſorry 
their Honour ſhould be 8 


IF 


yuh your Money out of your.. Decks Vet, 
pray, are they not Miniſters of the Goſpel? Do, 
10 not e 15 1 4 75 not _ * 


Fa 


. Sermons do the 0 ay 7 1 lurelh hey 


have a Natural Right, as well as an Evangelical; 
one, to yourOblations!If they have no Tythes,muſt, 


they have no Offerings! If they cannot com- 


mand a Maintenance by Law, are theyi.cntitu-; 
led to None by the Goſpel? If they cannot make 
you pay, as you ought, for their reaſonable Ser- 


vice, are you not the more oblig d to give it? 
Even Tythe of the Rent of Houſes is not due of 


Common Right, tho Acts of Parliament ſecure 
ſu ch Payment to the London. Clergy: But it was 
originally calld an Offering, or Oblation, in 
Proportion to the Rent of Hquſes in the City 

of London; and afterwards Tythes, tho er 
allow/dt0 be aPredial Tythe. ee e 


Y; 
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Bos T this is-a Task ſo „ Unerachulto me, nor 


generally, I thank God, ſo Unneceſſary. now, 5 


(ſuch a Spirit of Generoſity reigning among our 
Citizens, notwithſtanding all the great Wrecks, 


of Fortunes, all the diſmal. Calamities we at 
| this Time labour under, and all the juſt Tears, 


and 
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3 
and Complainings i in our Streets, which I hope 
the Almighty will ſoon avert, and turn into Songs 
of Joy and Thankſgiving,) that I am ſure you 


will excuſe my drawing the Curtain here, with 
only 1 chat Jam, 


; | DEAR S1R, 
Tour moſt Obedzent, 
Humble Servant, &c. 
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